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trating them rapidly for the defence of the frontiers
against external danger or for the suppression of internal
troubles in Arabia and elsewhere.

The first steps in this Drang nach Osten, as it came to be
called, were taken by Bismarck, but the statesman who
had the chief share in giving to it its greatest impetus
was the Kaiser William II. The young Emperor was
not satisfied with the pace that had satisfied the aged
Chancellor. His accession to the throne inaugurated an
era of vigorous advance in every direction, including the
department of Welt-Politik represented by the Ottoman
Empire. His two historic, and slightly histrionic, visits
to Turkey (1889 and 1898) were intended to tighten the
bonds of reciprocity between his own country and the
Sultan's; and on more than one critical occasion he dis-
tinguished himself as the one Western potentate upon
whose support Abdul Hamid could rely to withstand the
increasing hostility of the civilized world towards his rule
and his person. International bargains are never, of
course, one-sided; and the Kaiser was repaid for his
valuable aid by the favour, not less valuable, extended
by the Sultan towards German commercial interests in
his dominions : the result being the creation of a powerful
German element in regions which formerly knew the
German trader and financier by hearsay only.1

1 Germany's activity in Asia Minor has given birth to a vast
amount of literature. To those who desire sound information
on this very important subject I commend the following works,
in their chronological order : La Question d* Orient, by Andre
Cheradame (1903); Notes on a Journey Across Asia (Proceedings
of the Central Asian Society), by the Earl of Ronaldshay (1904) ;
Report for the year 1905 on the Trade of Constantinople and Dis-
trict (Diplomatic and Consular Reports, No. 3533), by A. T.
Waugh (1906) ; The Destruction and the Restoration of Agricul-
ture in Asia Minor (Lecture delivered before the Geographical
Section of the British Association), by W. M. Ramsay (1906) ;
Die Hedsckasbakn. Mit einer Einfuhrung von Frhr. Colman